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World Champion UC Ringmaster

Passes Away
Wednesday, January 02, 2013

On Nov, 20, 2012, when 34-year-old world champicn Morgan
stallion UC Ringmaster lay his head down for the final time,
UConn lost a piece of its history, and perhaps a little bit of fts
heart, To his legicns of friends and admirers, Ringmaster was
UConn’s equine pregram. To the children, and perhaps even
grandchildren, of UConn equestrian students who had known
the flashy chestnut In his prime, a visit to his stall was always
an occasion. To his newer acqualntances, those who might
have had no idea of his iliustrious past, he was still a grand
old man whose very manner bespake class,

In the words of horse unit manager John Bennatt *74 (CANR),
"Ringmaster was always a horse that thought a lot of himself,
and with pretty good reason.”

Ringmaster was foaled at UConn in 1978, the offspring of one
of the University’s best mares, U.C. Lyric, who had been brad
to the leading Morgan sire of his day, Waseeka Show Time.

Legend has it that on the morning of the colt’s birth, horse
unit specialist Bruce Walters calied William A. “Al" Cowan,
then bead of the Department of Animai Science, and sald,
“You need te come see this colt; he is the most beautiful foal I
have ever seep!”

Apparently in full agreement with Walters, Cowan named the
gangly chestnut colt UC Ringmaster, so certain was he that
the foal would grow up to dominate the show ring.

“Ringmaster was aways a horse that thought a ot of himself,
and with pretty good reason,”

As with other Morgans born at UConn, Ringmaster was
schooled in basic stahle manners, and then trained to be
ridder and driven, by students in the College of Agriculture
and Natural Resource’s equine science program. The young
stallion enjoyed considerable early success in competition, and
showed so much potential, that after six years on campus it
was decided that he should be soid to Lyman Orcutt, a
prominent Morgan breeder and exhibitor fram Peterboro,
N.H., so that he could fulfilt his promise in the show ring.

Ringmaster pulling a road cart cn Horsebarn Hill. {Elizabeth
Qmara-0tunnu/UConn Photo)

Bennett, whe came te UConn as horse unlt manager in 1986
well aware of Ringmaster's reputation, says that while it's
often difficult to part with a quality animal, when you know it's
in the best interest of the herse, and perhaps an entire breed,
you do what you have to do.

Ringmaster flourished at heorse shows throughout the
Nartheast and was eventually sent by Orcutt to stand at stud
at the farm of Richard and Andrea Hass in Newtown, Conn,
While there, he was further transformed into a national caliber
show horse under the guidance of legendry trainer Leslie
Parker. The little stalllon with the UCenn name went on to win
World English Pleasure Championships at the annual Workd
Champgion Morgan Horse Show in 1991 and 1993,

Bennett notes that while Ringmaster has been described as
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the Morgan version of the great Thoroughbred racehorse,
Secretariat, the two had an important difference. Whereas
Secretariat’s progeny enjoyed comparatively little success on
the racefrack, Ringmaster's progeny includes foals that have
gone on ta emulate their sire as world champions, including
UC Top Brass, Word Champion Gelding; UC Merlin, World
Champlon Working Hunter; UC Town Crier, Reserve World
Champion Junior Exhibitor Horse; and UC Serendipity,
Reserve Worid Champion Working Hunter. Ringmaster was
also sire of UConn's first embryo transfer horse, UC Wilde
Marka.

UC Ringmaster in the paddock outside UConn’s Lorentzon
Stables, during his retirement. {Sara Putnam-Crcutt/UConn
Photo)

In 2001, Ringmaster's connections decided that he should be
allowed to retire at the place where his life had begun. He was
returned to UConn to live out what many presumead would be

his last few years, But no one told Ringmaster it was about
time to cali it quits. The now-fameus chestnut staflion would
be in residence for another 11 years, during which time he
acted as de facto head of UCenn’s band of Morgan horses,

Although a tad gray around the muzzle, Ringmaster made a
grand farewell appearance In 2010 on the grounds of the

Eastern States Exposition, home te many of his triumehs as a
~ youngster, when he was indiicted into the Connecticut Morgan

Herse Hall of Fame at the age of 32 years. Beyond old for
maost any horse, but not for this one. {The video that follows
has some breaks in the footage.}

Finally, In the waning days of this past fall, it became evident

that Ringmaster's time really was winding down. On an
otherwise ordinary Tuesday, just a few yards from where he
had entered the world more than three decades earller, he
was peacefully put to rest two days befoere Thanksgiving,

Ringmaster was cremated and his ashes will become part of a
permanent memorial on Hersebarn Hill, a fitting tribute to the
horse and to the Unlversity of Connecticut’s Morgan Breeding

Program. Details will be announced In the spring,
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